Herb and Gardening Club 
Heirloom Tomato Plant Sale Fundraiser
2008
Radiator Charlie’s Mortgage Lifter 
“In the Mid-Atlantic States, Mr. Byles, affectionately known as "Radiator Charlie" earned his nickname from the radiator repair business he opened at the foot of a steep hill on which trucks would often overheat. Radiator Charlie, who had no formal education or plant breeding experience, created this legendary tomato by cross-breeding four of the largest tomatoes he was able to find and developed a stable variety after six years of pollination and selection. He then sold his tomato plants for one dollar each (in the 1940’s) and paid off the six thousand dollar mortgage on his house in six years. It is said that each spring, gardeners drove as far as 200 miles to buy Charlie’s seedling tomatoes. The large, slightly flattened, pink-red fruits that range from 1/2 pound to more than 3 pounds.  Are meaty, very flavorful and have few seeds.  Indeterminate”.  TF


Box Car Willie
“A slightly flattened New Jersey variety by Joe Bratka's father. (most likely named for the country western singer.)  Produces 10 to 16-ounce, smooth, bright-red with an orange tinge. These excellent tasting tomatoes are very juicy and because they are so dependably tasty and abundant throughout the season, Box Car Willie is a staple in many home gardens. Good resistance to disease and cracking.”  TF


Brandywine

“Probably the first heirloom to achieve "cult status" within the growing popularity of heirloom tomatoes. A pink, potato-leaf, Amish variety from the 1880’s. Years ago, seed saving was done by individuals who understood that the greatest thing they could pass on to the next generation was some of the treasured food plants that had sustained life and had proven their value. One such pioneer was a man named Ben Quinsenbury, who lived in Vermont. He died at the age of 95, passing on his legacy. The Brandywine was Ben’s favorite tomato. In years of my holding tomato tastings for chefs and tomato lovers, the Brandywine has always placed as one of the top three favorites. It is legendary for it’s exceptionally rich, succulent tomato flavor. Fruits are reddish-pink, with light, creamy flesh that average 12 ounces but can grow to 2 pounds.”  TF



	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Earl of Edgecombe 
“When the 6th Earl of Edgecombe died in the 1960's, the heir to the title of 7th Earl was a relative in New Zealand who was a sheep farmer at the time. When he traveled to England to claim the title, he brought this tomato with him. The seeds for this New Zealand heirloom were made available through Carolyn Male, who found it the best of her 1996 seed trials. The smooth, 3-inch, round, uniformly ripening fruits are beautiful orange globes, typically borne in clusters of two or more. Flesh is firm, meaty and exceptionally flavorful.”  TF
Marianna Peace
“Pink heirloom tomato that originated in Czechoslovakia. 1-2 lb., pink beefsteak tomatoes. Dense, creamy, sweet flesh with rich complex, old tomatoey flavors. Great gift for the tomato lover.”  TF
Flamme
“Also referred to as Jaune Flammé. Extremely prolific French 

heirloom that bears in clusters of 6, beautiful, 1 1/2-inch, round, 

golf-ball sized tomatoes that are persimmon-orange colored inside 

and out. A delicious full-bodied flavor that literally bursts in your 

mouth. Very decorative. Makes a great flavored sauce.”  
Indeterminate.  TF

Martino’s Roma 
“A prolific heirloom that produces an abundant crop of richly flavored, 3", red pear tomatoes that are perfect for cooking but sweet enough to enjoy fresh. Meaty with few seeds. Great for canning, adding to sauces, or making paste.” 

Indeterminate.  SSE                                                                                                                                                                 


Russian Big Roma 
“A favorite heirloom paste variety. Disease resistant plant produces lots of huge (2 x 4-inch), deep red, fruits with exceptionally rich tomatoey flavors. A perfect sauce tomato.  Indeterminate” TF 
Gold Currant
“One-inch golden cherries with evry sweet & tangy flavor. Good acid balance. Golden candies. Great for dressing up a salad or any dish or just snackin'” TF
Mexican Midget

“Genetically linked to wild Mexican tomatoes from the state of Hidago. A TomatoFest "favorite" tomato. Our organic tomato seeds produce a tall, vigorous, rangy, indeterminate, regular-leaf tomato plant with thousands of 1/2 -inch red cherry tomatoes, borne in clusters. Fruits have a very sweet, delicious taste. Like snacking on candy. This tomato variety that should do well in cooler growing regions as it appears to have some frost resistance. Great for sprinkling these "jewels" into a salad.”  TF


Riesentraube
“The name of this heirloom variety from East Germany means "giant bunch of grapes." These excellent flavored cherries are borne in bunches of 20-35 small, oval, red fruits with pointed ends.”  TF


Camp Joy

“Heavy bearing heirloom variety that offers an abundance of luscious 1" fruit with huge, well-balanced, sweet tomato flavors. One of Gary Ibsen's favorite cherry varieties. Strong disease resistant. Perfect for snacking or salads.”  TF


Black Cherry

“A tall, vigorous plant that produces abundant crops of 1", deep mahogany-brown fruits. The only round, truly black cherry we've found. Fruits are irresistibly delicious with sweet, complex, full flavors, characteristic of the "blacks." Beautiful to mix with other cherries. “  TF


Blondkopfchen 

“Name of this heirloom means little blond girl. Plant produces phenomenal clusters of 20-30 very-very-very tasty gold/yellow grape-sized (1/2") cherries. Put this in your mouth and see if you can keep from smiling.  Indeterminate” TF   
Beam’s Yellow Pear

“This was our favorite yellow pear in the 1998. Endless supply of 1½" pear tomatoes with great taste, ideal for salads. Indeterminate, 70-80 days from transplant.”  SSE 

Green Zebra 
“Developed in 1985 by tomato breeder Tom Wagner, this is an unusual and exquisite tomato chosen by Alice Waters for her restaurant, Chez Panisse, in Berkeley, California. (Also a favorite in L’Esprit last summer.) The 2-inch round fruit ripens to a yellow-gold with dark-green zebra-like stripes. The flesh is lime-emerald in color that has an invigorating lemon-lime flavor. A great tomato for brightening up salads and other tomato dishes.” 
Indeterminate  TF


Eva’s Purple Ball
“A vigorous, 1800’s heirloom from the Black Forest region of Germany. Delicious, round, 2 to 3-inch, blemish-free, pink-purple fruits. A big producer for me.”  TF






Pruden’s Purple
“Developed from the Brandywine. Many folks find this variety comparable in every way to the favorite Brandywine. It has even ranked higher at times in my taste trials. Great for hot day and cool night climate. Large potato leaf vine produces lots of 1-lb., slightly flattened, pretty, blemish-free, purple-pink fruits with few seeds and excellent flavor.”  TF


Black Sea Man
“Small plants with medium-sized, deep-brown fruit, rich flavor.  Looks incredibly odd when blanched and peeled, revealing skeleton-like veins under the skin.  Potato leaf, but determinate, 75 days from transplant.”  SSE


Black Prince




“Originally from Siberia, this is one of the most popular and favored black 
tomatoes. Originally introduced from Irkutsk, Russia and is regarded as a "true Siberian tomato" that does very well in cooler climates. Until only recently this was considered a rare variety in the United States. However, its popularity has grown so much in Russia that there is now a company in Volograd that is producing an extract of the Black Prince called "Black Prince Tomato Oil." The Black Prince tomato is said to have considerable health benefits beyond the presence of Lycopene.” 
“These deep garnet round, 2-inch (2-3 oz.) tomatoes are full of juice and incredibly rich fruity flavors. This is a tomato that chefs I deliver to rave about for its rich flavors. The small fruits contain deep rich colors on the inside. Perfect for patio gardens. Perfect for eating fresh, and in cooking in tomato sauce or other culinary wonders.”  TF


Wapsipinicon Peach
“Heavy Producer of 2 inch peach-shaped, fuzzy, light-yellow fruit.  Sweet and juicy with excellent flavor.  Our favorite Peach tomato, from Dennis Schlicht, named after the Wapsipinicon River in Northeast Iowa.  Indeterminate, 80 days from transplant.”  SSE
Silvery Fir Tree
“Distinctive carrot-like silvery-gray foliage on compact 24” plants.  Heavy crops of round, slightly-flattened 3 – 3 ½ inch red fruits.  Extremely decorative variety that is a real eye-catcher.  Does well in hanging baskets or on patios.  Determinate, 58 days from transplant.”  SSE
Beam’s Yellow Pear
“This was our favorite yellow pear in the 1998. Endless supply of 1½" pear tomatoes with great taste, ideal for salads. Indeterminate, 70-80 days from transplant.”  SSE 

Other Heirloom Plants


True Lemon Cucumber
“Heirloom that was introduced in 1894 by Samuel Wilson of Mechanicville, Pennsylvania.  Similar in appearance and size to a lemon, averaging 2” x 3”.  Was once a well-established variety in Australian markets.  Used primarily for pickling, slicing and in salads.  Very easy to digest.  Rust and drought resistant,  58-70 days.”  SSE


Striped Toga Eggplant
“Stunning striped fruits are 1” wide by 3” long.  The fruits turn from two-toned green to two-toned orange.  Holds very well in fresh or dried arrangements.  Strong flavored fruits, but not bitter.  80 days from transplant.”  SSE


Scarlet Runner Beans
“A hummingbird favorite, Effective, quick covers for arbors, porches and trellises.  Edible pods or dried legumes.  Showy clusters of  edible ½-3/4 inch scarlet-red or coral-blush pea-like flowers.  To encourage flowering, continually pick beans.  Soil temperature must be 60° at transplanting.”  JS 


Royal Purple Pod Beans
Bred by the University of New Hampshire by the late Professor Elwyn Meander.  Introduced by the Billy Hepler Seed Company in 1957.  Distinctive purple foliage and purple flowers.  Stringless, 5” slightly curved, tender round pods, cook to green.  Bush Habit.  55 days from transplant.”  SSE


Early Silverline Melon
“One of the most productive Asian melons that we have ever grown at Heritage Farm.  Small fruit weight 1-2 lb.  Not a typical muskmelon, these melons have a crisp, white, refreshingly sweet flesh.  A good variety to grow on a trellis if space is limited.  75-80 days from transplant.”  SSE


Charantais Melon
“Considered by many to be the most divine and flavorful melon in the world.  Smooth round melon matures to a creamy grayish-yelloe with green strips.  Sweet, juicy salmon flesh.  Typically the size of a grapefruit, perfect for two people.  Ripe melons have a heavenly fragrance.  75-90 days from transplant.”  SSE


Crane Melon
“Introduced in the early 1920’s by Oliver Crane whose family farmed for six generations near Santa Rosa, California.  Crenshaw type, tear-drop shaped, 3-5 pounds.  Unusual dark green freckles dot the lighter green skin.  Ready for picking when the freckles turn orange.  Light orange flesh, great sweet flavor.  75-85 days.”  SSE


Noir des Carmes Melon
“One of the easiest to grow and most luxurious of all melons.  Extremely dark green skin, almost black when immature. Ripening to mostly orange mottled with green.  Sweet aromatic, orange flesh.  Very productive.  Sure to be a best seller at farmers’ markets and a new family favorite.  75-80 days.”  SSE


Golden Midget Watermelon
“Bred by Elwyn Meader and Albert Yeager, and introduced in 1959.  The product of  a cross between New Hampshire Midget and Pumpkin Rind.  Produces melons that are 6-8 inched=s in diameter and weigh 3-5 pounds.  The entire plant turns golden-yellow when fruit is ripe.  Salmon-pink flesh is pleasantly sweet.  Extremely early.  Great for northern gardens, ripening in 70 days.”  SSE


EMAIL YOUR PRE-SALE ORDERS TO: mgraves@mcintoshcollege.edu 
Tomato Descriptions from the following on-line seed catalogs:

TomatoFest.com (TF), Johnny’s Seeds (JS) and Seed Saver Exchange (SSE)
